


“A recent survey conducted by the Architects
Climate Action Network (ACAN) revealed that

76.9% of students do not feel their course is
properly preparing them for future work.

It also found that 88.5% of students wanted to be
tested on their ability to design net-zero

buildings, but that "aesthetics are valued more
than sustainable design" at their institution.”





“Climate literacy is the contextual, pragmatic understanding
of the implications of climate breakdown upon any given

activity, its own contributions towards those implications,
and recognition of where it has the potential to positively

respond.” - Brown and McAulay in RESTORD 2030 (2021)





“The world of architecture and construction …

remains very closely interlocked with the main energy

story of its time. In an unsustainable world, almost all

architecture remains dependent on fossil fuels,

whatever green claims developers and designers

might publicise. On building sites everywhere, new

buildings are still rising in the unsustainable concrete

and steel that characterised the gleeful energy frenzy

of the 1960s.”

Barnabus Calder in Architecture: From Prehistory to

Climate Emergency (2021)

https://www.gsa.ac.uk/life/gsa-events/events/b/barnabas-calder/?source=archive
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The better these are, the less energy
buildings use, the lower operational costs,
the less energy need be generated.
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The greater the energy demand of buildings,
the greater the energy supply that must be

generated and size of the related infrastructure.
Reducing total societal energy demand is a
critical step towards decarbonisation and in

accelerating a transition towards a cleaner,
lower carbon, renewable energy system.

Supply Chain and 
Workforce Capacity

Relying upon energy
intensive heating and

cooling systems now
allows buildings to be
designed in ways that
disregard local climate
conditions and still be

comfortable/tolerable.

The Centre of Alternative Technology’s Zero Carbon Britain (2020) research illustrates
that we already have sufficient technologies to make a Zero Carbon Britain a reality.

“All cities are additions to a landscape that require
subtraction from elsewhere.” Robert Macfarlane in
Underland: A Deep Time Journey (2020)

“housing is not produced and distributed for the purpose of dwelling for all;
it is produced as a commodity to enrich the few. Housing crisis is not the
result of the system breaking down but the system working as intended.”

Marcuse and Madden in In Defence of Housing (2016)

Design

Entanglement of an Architect

https://cat.org.uk/info-resources/zero-carbon-britain/research-reports/zero-carbon-britain-rising-to-the-climate-emergency/
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“As it is the business of architecture schools to train

students for future practice, one would be justified in

expecting them to have spent some intellectual energy

anticipating what the future might be”

- Professor Susannah Hagan in Revolution? Architecture

and the Anthropocene (2022)







Climate Literacy:

A foundational knowledge of sustainable design, and an

understanding of the implications of construction upon the
climate crisis and vice versa. Woven holistically throughout

a curriculum - cultivated in the staff delivering it as much as
the students receiving it.

Agency + Entanglement:

Recognising the reality of the world outside an architecture

school, and identifying ways in which we might positively
affect and make change within and beyond the constraints

of today’s economic, political and social systems.

Radical Imagination:

Making the time to collectively imagine the future otherwise

– beyond today’s political inertia, to articulate it and discuss

it, to illustrate and then realise it in the Design Studio.



“One of the fundamental challenges…is that

we need to be able to imagine possible,

feasible, delightful versions of the future

before we can create them. Not utopias, but

where things turned out okay.”

- Rob Hopkins in From What Is to What If: Unleashing the

Power of Imagination to Create the Future We Want

(2019)


